llj. Do comber 1966 


I)r. John X. Lrrbtinor , 

luu X'ors n as mnjj/Oix Avo**..q . - , . 

item' York, H.Y* •'• " a ' ,' •' 

Dear Dr. Lattimei', 

Your article on the assassination of President Kennedy in tho^Ootohcr 
1966 JAMA belatedly has come to my attention. 1 Trill talco uko liber oj ox 
conaaonting on 011 a or two points. 


You cay on page 327, column 3, paragraph 2,^ 


*onivo o 


A . n 


3 bullets cio not 


distort readily, citing a study of wound baiiis&ics in^i.orid <;ar xx. 

May 1 invito your . attention to Commission lidiibit wo. t66a( roarings aua 
Rfnibits, XVII, page 8f>Q) . Although 250 rounds or arsauniuion were 
acquired for the wound penetration tests conducted at hklgewood Arsenal 
(V, 'page 73), the Exjiibito presont only two of the test ballots aiuer 
firing. Arlcn bpector, the assistant counsel who. uas responsible .*.o± 
the relevant phase of evidence, has co needed - that jaot one of.bno ucsu 
bullets emerged after single bona pentration under oraed. ounce 

stretcher billot supposedly shattered a rib as as a radius, at as 
incomprehensible to most stidonts of "oho evidence bncit it anode. n..~vO 
emerged undeformed, urrautilatcd, and all bus prisuino. 


.T.T- * f - — ’1 .11 . wAv 

Although you argue on page unao utuiooo or *nu.^ y- 
distort readily (even after shattering 10 cm. or who rifoh rib aim u»..e 
right radius), you then suggest on page 332 unat uhc xaaru on tne c 1 * 1 . .y 
have been caused by a bullet disrupted when it struck a^'toig, a. -‘.rusm 0 no 
of whose load core proceeded to strike the concrete. ^ here tie roaso:n.n 3 
oscopoo rao — I woulcllihave thought that bone was as hare as or naroor 

0. 'GY til - £ e 

I fyoatly regret that tine does not permit mo^to under boko the cctaiiou 
discussion of tho condition of the alleged assassination ^riilo whuen tno 
rifle deserves. It was not tho scope alone that was defective, bus also^ 
the bolt and the trigger (see testimony of Dr. Simmons, III, pages Ji 
The riflo capability of tho alleged assassin, and uho marnaaananip oo*>b<> ^ 
by throe master (champion) riflomon, require even longer exposition, 

!r. shall not attempt. The facts have boon set ios-uh xnji uuxioox ox puo~i»nicx 
works, including In que st, by Jichvard Jay Epstein, which I coiiuond «o y^u. 

Your article docs not discuss tho controversy ‘iJn.cn censors cu. o..jni 'yg- 
autopsy findings and photographs, which is just as v/oli.^ ^ haa^you 
that problem, you might have encountered considerable difficulty m juaxinas-n.- 
belief in the lone assassin or, indeed, in an y of tho findings sew x .or on xn 
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Sylvia i'Ofi.^hcr 
302 \;OGt 12 vStr-CCo 
Kow York, I!.Y. lOQiU 



